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 Zika virus 
LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN 

The World Health Organization (WHO) has declared a public health 

emergency due to the Zika virus. The Zika virus, transmitted by the same 

mosquito that transmits dengue and chikungunya, has already been 

reported in at least 24 countries and territories in the region. 

The outbreak of this virus is new (the first case was reported in May 2015 in 

Brazil), but is “spreading explosively” throughout the region. Although it is 

usually not a fatal disease, it has been linked with possible cases of 

microcephaly in newborns and other malformations. 

PAHO/WHO emphasizes that the most important prevention measure is the 

reduction of the population of the Aedes Aegypti mosquito and it requires a 

strong multi-sectoral action of governments and of all society. People living 

or visiting these areas should protect themselves from mosquito bites, 

especially pregnant women. 

United Nations Agencies, the International Federation of Red Cross (IFRC) 

and NGOs are already working in actions related to vector control, resource 

mobilization and dissemination of key messages about prevention. 
Source: Pan American Health Organization (PAHO/WHO), OCHA and media. 

 

 

Highlights 
 ZIKA: World Health Organization (WHO) 

has declared a public health emergency 
due to Zika virus. The Zika has already 
been reported in at least 24 countries and 
territories in the region.  
United Nations Agencies, the 
International Federation of Red Cross 
(IFRC) and NGOs are already working in 
actions related to vector control, resource 
mobilization and dissemination of key 
messages. 
 

 RAINFALL AND FLOODING: Red alert 
warning has been issued in Bolivia for the 
department of Tarija and yellow alert for 
La Paz, Beni, Santa Cruz and 
Cochabamba. In Ecuador, the Emergency 
Operations Committee of Esmeraldas 
has been activated. 
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Weekly stats 

 

1 of 4  
Affected by Zika 
present symptoms 
such as mild fever, 
conjunctivitis, 
headache and rash 

 

3 to 4 
million 
People could be 
affected by Zika in 
the next 12 months 

Early Warning 

    
Select an icon/title for further information on the 

emergencies/alerts. 

 

http://iridl.ldeo.columbia.edu/maproom/IFRC/FIC/
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1239&Itemid=2291&lang=es
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
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This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office 
through disaster monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the Sources 
indicated. Activities carried out in affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with Sources for further information. For 

input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to ocha-rolac@un.org 

 

Zika virus (Cont…) 

HONDURAS 

The President, Juan Orlando Hernández, has issued 

a warning for Zika, chikungunya and dengue and 

made a call to all sectors involved in the fight against 

these diseases. 

He has convened a committee of experts, 

representatives of different social, political, 

religious, media and academics, so that together 

with the Government will implement the plan to 

combat these diseases. 
Source: Proceso Digital 

 

GUATEMALA 

The Government of Guatemala has reported 105 

confirmed cases of Zika, including two pregnant 

women. 

The Ministry of Public Health explained that of the 

105 cases, 68 correspond to 2015 and the other 37 

were confirmed so far this year. 

One of the pregnant women was diagnosed with 

Zika last year in the department of Zacapa and the 

other this month on the southern coast. 

Both are under observation and their pregnancies 

develop normally. 
Source: Listin Diario. 

 

JAMAICA 

The Ministry of Health has confirmed the first case of 

Zika in the country.  

Authorities are stepping up efforts to prevent and 

detect new cases in the department of Santa 

Catalina, where this affected person lives. 
Source: El Caribe. 

 

 ECUADOR 

The country confirms 22 cases of Zika and reports 67 

suspected cases, though none of them occurs in 

pregnant women. 
 Source: Diario El Comercio. 

 

  PARAGUAY 

   Paraguay estimates that there are between 1,000 

and 2,000 probable cases of Zika on the border with 

Brazil where the circulation of the virus was 

detected weeks before, according to the Ministry 

of Public Health. 

   Health authorities are monitoring about 150 

pregnant women in the region located about 500 

kilometers North of Asuncion due to the possibility 

that cases of microcephaly appear in infants whose 

mothers were affected by the disease. 
  Source: Reuters 

 

 Rainfall and floodings 
  BOLIVIA 

  The National Service of Meteorology and 

Hydrology (SENAMHI) issued a red alert warning 

for the department of Tarija and yellow alert for La 

Paz, Beni, Santa Cruz and Cochabamba. 

   Heavy rains and thunderstorms are forecast in Gran 

Chaco, Arce, O'Connor and Cercado. 
   Source: El Deber   
  ECUADOR 

  The Emergency Operations Committee of 

Esmeraldas has been activated after the heavy 

rains in recent days that caused landslides, 

subsidence of roads and structural collapses. 
Source: Risk Management Secretariat. 
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